
EFFECTIVE USE OF THE
UNIFORM BUILDING CODEAND CAL'FORNIA BUILDING CODE

The following procedure may be helpful in using the Uniform Build.ing Code ard the Colifornia Build.ing Code:

1. Classify the building:

A OCCUPANCY CLASSIFICAIION: Compute the floor area and occupant load of th€ building or portion thereof. See Sections
207 and 1002 and Table 10-A Determine the occupancy group which the use of the building or portion thereof most nearly re-
sembles. Se€ S€ctions 301,303.1.1,304.1,305.1, 306.1,307.1,308.1, 309.1,310.1, 311.1 and 312.1. See Section 302 forbuildings
with mixed occuoancies.

B. Tt?E OF CONSTRUCTION: Determine the type of construction of the building by the building materials used and the firc
resistance of the parts ofthe building. See Chapter 6.

C. LOCATION ON PROPERTY: Determine the location ofthe building on the site and clearances to property lines and other build-
ings fiom the plot plan. See Thblc 5-A and Sections 602.3, 603.3, 604.3, 605.3 and 606.3 for fire resistance of exterior walls and
wall op€ning requircments bas€d on proximity to property lines. See Section 503.

D. ALLOWABLE FLOOR AREA: Determine the allowable floor area ofthe building. See Table 5-B for basic allowable floor area
based on occupancy group and typc ofconstruction. See Section 505 for allowable increases based on location on prop€rty and
installation of an approved automatic fire sprinkler system. See Section 504.2 for allowable floor area of multistory buildings.

E. EEIGFIAND NIJMBEROF STORIES: Compute the height ofthe building, Section 209, and determine the numberofstories,
Section 220. See Table 5-B for the maxirnum height and numbcrof stories p€rmitted based on occupancy group and typ€ ofcon-
struction. See Section 506 for allowable story increase based on the installation of an approved automatic fire-sprinkler system.

2. Review the building for conformity with the occupancy requirem€nts in Sections 303 through 312.

3. Review the building for conformity with the type of construction requirements in Chapter 6.

4. Review the building for codormity with the exiting requirements in Chapter 10.

5. Review the building for oth€r detailed code regulations in Chapters 4, ? through 11, 14,15,24lhrou9h26, and 30 through 33, and the
appendix.

6. Review the building for conformity with structural engincering regulations and r€quirements for materials of construction. See Chap-
ters 16 through 23.

7. Revie'p the building of compliance with requircmehts of C alifolr'ia amendrtents and adoptions:

A. APPI,ICATION OF BAILDING STANDARDS: Determike \ahethet the se or o.cupaney ft regulatedby o stote dgency. Review-
ing Chapter 1, Section 101.17 to determine (1) vrhich state agencies regulate the use, and (2) which authority k responsible for
eaforcemeat of the building standards.

B. SCOPE OF BAILDING S?INDARDS: Review matrix adoption lobles to identily the chapters and sections of the model code that
are adopted, amended or superseded by C alifornia building stondards. (NOTE: C alifomia amend.ments in the body of the code are
recognizable by the acronym ol the promulgatingladopting state agency in bruckes before the amendrnent and by margin symbol
"CA. " See "How to Distinguish Model Code Language lrom Califomia Amendments," on page 1-iu3.)


